SUMMARY The registry of digestive tract tumours established for the department of Cote-d'Or (France) was used to study the epidemiological characteristics and the natural history of biliary tract cancers. Age standardised incidence rates for gallbladder cancers were 2 7/100 000 for women and 0 9/100 000 for men. The corresponding rates for extrahepatic bile duct cancers were 0 5/100 000 and 1 7/100 000, and for ampulla of Vater cancer 0-3/100 000 and 0-3/100 000. The three cancers differ in their descriptive epidemiology and should be considered separately in epidemiological analytical investigations. The incidence of each of the three diseases increased with age, and cancers of known histological type were mainly adenocarcinomas. Some gallbladder cancers were undifferentiated or squamous cell carcinomas. There was no significant variation in incidence for gallbladder cancer and extrahepatic bile duct cancer over the eight years of the study. 
Results
A total of 216 biliary tract cancers were diagnosed among Cote-d'Or residents in the period 1976-83. They represented 3-2% of digestive tract cancers in men and 9-6% in women. The crude annual incidence rate was 3-7/100 000 for men and 7-7/100 000 for women. The corresponding age standardised rates were 2 9 and 3-5.
Incidence rates by sex for the different sites ofbiliary tract cancers are listed in table 1. In men, extrahepatic bile duct cancers were the most common localisation of biliary tract cancers followed by cancers of the gallbladder. In women, cancers of the gallbladder prevailed over cancers of the extrahepatic bile ducts. Cancers of the ampulla of Vater were third in both sexes. There was a female predominance for gallbladder cancers and a male predominance for extrahepatic bile duct cancers.
The mean age ofthe patients at the time ofdiagnosis was lower in men than in women for all localisations (table 1). Age specific incidence rates for the three localisations of biliary tract cancers are given in the figure. Incidence rates increased progressively with advancing age. They grew more rapidly in women for gallbladder and ampulla of Vater cancers, and in men for extrahepatic bile duct cancers. Biliary tract cancers 
